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ORDINANCE 

 CITY OF NEW ORLEANS  

CITY HALL:  November 30, 2007 

CALENDAR NO.   26,799       

NO. _22939_____     MAYOR COUNCIL SERIES 

BY:  COUNCILMEMBERS, ARNIE FEILKOW, JACKIE CLARKSON,  

SHELLEY MIDIERA, STACEY HEAD, JAMES CARTER,  

CYNTHIA HEDGE-MORRELL, CYNTHIA WILLARD-LEWIS  ( BY REQUEST) 

 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REORDAIN ORDINANCE NO. 11,628 
M.C.S., AS AMENDED, TO CONFORM TO THE INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL 
CODE, 2006 EDITION, AND APPENDIX “A” THERETO; AND OTHERWISE TO 
PROVIDE WITH RESPECT THERETO: 

1 
SECTION 1. THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS HEREBY  1 

 
ORDAINS, That Ordinance No. 11,628 M.C.S., The Mechanical Code of City of New  2 
 
Orleans as amended, be and the same is hereby amended in its entirety and reordained to  3 
 
read as set forth in the International Mechanical Code, 2006 Edition, and Appendix “A”,  4 
 
except that the text of said document shall read as modified by the amendments on the  5 
 
following pages, which in the event of conflict shall supersede and take priority over any  6 
 
amended or unamended section. If an amendment is in conflict with only part of a section, it  7 
 
shall be construed as superseding only the part of the section with which it is in conflict. 8 

 
SECTION 2.  The International Mechanical Code, 2006 Edition is hereby adopted 1 

except that the text of the Code shall read as modified by the amendments set forth and in 2 

the event of conflict the amendments shall supercede and take priority over any amended or 3 
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unamended section.  If an amendment is in conflict with only part of a section, it shall be 4 

construed as superseding only the part of the section with which it is in conflict.5 

SECTION 3. CITY NOT LIABLE. Nothing contained in this International Mechanical 1 

Code shall be construed to relieve or lessen the responsibility or liability of any person for injury 2 

or damage to persons or property caused by or resulting from any defects of any nature in any 3 

work performed by said person or in any equipment owned, controlled, installed, operated or 4 

used by him, nor shall the City of New Orleans, or any officer, agent or employee thereof incur, 5 

or be held to assume, any liability by reason or in consequence of any permit, permission, 6 

certificate of inspection or approval authorized therein, or issued or given as herein provided, or 7 

by any reason of or in consequence of any things done or acts performed pursuant to any 8 

provisions of this International Mechanical Code. 9 

 SECTION 4. PRIOR VIOLATIONS. All suits at law or in equity and all 1 

prosecutions resulting from the violation of any building ordinances heretofore in effect, 2 

which are now pending in any of the Courts of this State, or of the United States, shall not be 3 

abated or abandoned by reason of the adoption of this International Mechanical  Code, but 4 

shall be prosecuted to their finality the same as if this International Mechanical Code had 5 

not been adopted; and nothing in this International Mechanical Code shall be so construed 6 

as to abandon, abate, or dismiss any litigation or prosecution now pending, or which may 7 

have heretofore been instituted or prosecuted. 8 

SECTION 5.   RETROACTIVE CLAUSE. In the case of violations of mechanical 1 

ordinances committed before the effective date of this ordinance, the mechanical ordinance 2 

existing at the time such violations were committed shall apply and govern. 3 

SECTION 6. That if any portion of or application of this Ordinance be held 1 

unconstitutional or invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not effect the 2 
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validity of the remaining portion of or application of the Ordinance, but such remaining portion 3 

or application shall be and remain in full force and effect. 4 

SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become effective on 1 

JANUARY 1, 2008.  2 

SECTION 8. That all ordinances, or parts of ordinances, contrary to or in conflict 1 

herewith, are hereby repealed. 2 

SECTION 9.   That Chapter 1 of the International Mechanical Code, 2006 Edition, 1 

be deleted in its entirety, and thereof the following shall be substituted in lieu: 2 

      

“CHAPTER 1 3 

ADMINISTRATION 4 

 

SECTION 101 - GENERAL 5 

101.1 - TITLE.  These regulations shall be known as The International Mechanical Code, 2006 6 

Edition, as amended by the City of New Orleans hereinafter referred to as “this code”.      7 

The Director of the Department of Safety and Permits as the appointing authority of the 8 

Department, and all of its Divisions, is hereinafter referred to in this code as “the Director.’ 9 

101.2 - SCOPE.   The provisions of this code regulate the design, installation, maintenance, 10 

alteration and inspection of mechanical systems that are permanently installed and utilized to 11 

provide control of environmental conditions and related processes within buildings.   This code 12 

shall also regulate those mechanical systems, system components, mechanical appliances, the 13 

stationary equipment and the hoisting and portable equipment specifically addressed herein.    14 

The installation of fuel gas distribution piping and equipment, fuel gas-fired appliances and fuel 15 
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gas-fired appliance venting systems shall be regulated by the International Fuel Gas Code. 16 

 101.2.1 - Appendices.   Provisions in the appendices shall not apply unless   17 

 specifically adopted. 18 

101.3 - Intent.   The purpose of this code is to provide minimum standards to safeguard the 19 

public health, safety and general welfare by regulating and controlling the design, construction, 20 

installation, quality of materials, location, operation and maintenance or use of mechanical 21 

systems and by the certification of the operators of the equipment specified herein. 22 

 101.3.1 - Quality Control.   Quality control of materials and workmanship is not  within 23 

the purview of this Code except as it relates to the purposes stated herein. 24 

101.4 - Severability or partial invalidity.   In the event any section, subsection, sentence, 25 

clause, phrase or portion of this code is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional, illegal or 26 

void, such decision shall not affect the validity of the any of the remaining portions of this code. 27 

 

SECTION 102 - APPLICABILITY 28 

102.1 - General.   Where, in a specific case, different sections of this code specify different 29 

materials, methods of construction or other requirements, the most restrictive shall govern.   30 

Where there is a conflict between a general requirement and a specific requirement, the specific 31 

requirement shall be applicable. 32 

 102.1.1 - Other Laws.   The provisions of this code shall not be deemed to nullify 33 

 any provisions of local, state or federal law. 34 

102.2 - Existing installations.   Except as otherwise provided for in this Chapter, no 35 

 provision in this code shall require the removal, alteration or abandonment of, nor 36 

 prevent the continued utilization and maintenance of, a mechanical system or 37 
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 mechanical equipment lawfully in existence at the time of the adoption of this code. 38 

102.3 - Maintenance.    Mechanical systems, both existing and new and parts thereof shall be 39 

maintained in proper operating condition in accordance with the original design and in a safe and 40 

sanitary condition.  Devices or safeguards which are required by this code shall be maintained in 41 

compliance with the code edition under which they were installed.   The owner is responsible for 42 

maintenance of the mechanical systems.  To determine compliance with this provision, the 43 

Director has the authority to require the mechanical system to be reinspected. 44 

102.4 - Additions, alterations or repairs.   Additions, alterations, renovations or repairs to a 45 

mechanical system shall conform to that required for a new mechanical system without requiring 46 

the existing mechanical system to comply with all of the requirements of this code.   Additions, 47 

alterations or repairs shall not cause an existing mechanical system to become unsafe, hazardous 48 

or overloaded.  49 

 Minor additions, alterations, renovations and repairs to existing mechanical systems shall meet 50 

the provisions for new construction, unless such work is done in the same manner and 51 

arrangement as was in the existing system, is not hazardous and is approved. 52 

102.5 - Change in occupancy.   It is unlawful to make a change in the occupancy of any 53 

structure which will subject the structure to any special provisions of this code applicable to the 54 

new occupancy without approval.  The Director shall certify that such structure meets the intent 55 

of the provisions of law governing building construction for the proposed new occupancy and 56 

that such change of occupancy does not result in any hazard to the public health, safety or 57 

welfare. 58 

102.6 – Historic buildings.   The provisions of this code relating to the construction, alteration, 59 

repair, enlargement, restoration, relocation or moving of buildings or structures shall not be 60 
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mandatory for existing buildings or structures identified and classified by the state or local 61 

jurisdiction as historic buildings when such buildings or structures are judged by the Director to 62 

be safe and in the public interest of health, safety and welfare regarding any proposed 63 

construction, alteration, repair, enlargement, restoration, relocation or moving of buildings. 64 

102.7 - Moved buildings.    Except as determined by Section 102.2, mechanical systems that are 65 

a part of buildings or structures moved into or within the jurisdiction shall comply with the 66 

provisions of this code for new installations. 67 

102.8 - Referenced codes and standards.   The codes and standards referenced herein shall be 68 

those that are listed in Chapter 15 and such codes and standards shall be considered as part of the 69 

requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference.  Where differences 70 

occur between provisions of this code and the referenced standards, the provisions of this code 71 

shall apply. 72 

102.9 - Requirements not covered by this code.   Requirements necessary for the strength, 73 

stability or proper operation of an existing or proposed mechanical system, or for the public 74 

safety, health and general welfare, not specifically covered by this code, shall be determined by 75 

the Director. 76 

 

SECTION 103 -  DUTIES AND POWERS 77 

103.1 - General.   The Director of the Department of Safety and Permits is hereby authorized 78 

and directed to enforce the provisions of this code.  The Director shall have the authority to 79 

render interpretations of this code and to adopt policies and procedures in order to clarify the 80 

application of its provisions.   The interpretations, policies and procedures shall be in compliance 81 

with the intent and purpose of this code.   The interpretations, policies and procedures shall not 82 



 
New Orleans Amendments to The International Mechanical Code, 2006 Ed. 7

have the effect of waiving requirements specifically provided for in this code. 83 

103.2 - Records.   The Director shall keep, or cause to be kept, a record of the business of the 84 

Department in accordance with the public record law of the State of Louisiana. 85 

103.3 - Application and Permits.    The Director shall receive applications, review construction 86 

documents and issue permits for the installation and alteration of mechanical systems, inspect the 87 

premises for which the permits have been issued and enforce compliance with the provisions of 88 

this code. 89 

103.4 - Notices and Orders.    The Director shall issue all necessary notices or orders to ensure 90 

compliance with this code. 91 

103.5 - Inspections.     The Director shall make all of the required inspections, or shall accept 92 

reports of inspections by approved agencies or individuals.   All reports of  inspections shall be in 93 

writing and be certified by a responsible officer of such approved agency or by the responsible 94 

individual.   The Director is authorized to engage such expert opinion as deemed necessary to 95 

report upon unusual technical issues that arise, subject to the approval of the appointing authority. 96 

103.6 - Identification. The Director shall carry proper identification when inspecting structures 97 

or premises in the performance of duties under this code. 98 

103.7 - Right of Entry.  When it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the provisions of 99 

this code, or when the Director has reasonable cause to believe that there exists, in a structure or 100 

upon any premises, a condition which is contrary to or in violations of this code which makes the 101 

structure or premises unsafe, dangerous or hazardous, the Director is authorized to enter the 102 

structure or premises at all reasonable times to inspect or to perform the duties imposed upon him 103 

by this code.   If such structure or premises is occupied, the Director shall present credentials to 104 

the occupant and request entry.   If such structure or premises is unoccupied, the Director shall 105 
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first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other person having charge or control of the 106 

structure or premises and request entry.   If entry is refused, the Director has recourse to every 107 

remedy provided by law to secure entry. 108 

103.8 - Liability.  The Director, designee or any employee charged with the enforcement of this 109 

code, while acting for the jurisdiction in good faith and without malice in the discharge of the 110 

duties required by this code or other pertinent law or ordinance, shall not thereby be rendered 111 

liable personally and is hereby relieved from personal liability for any damage accruing to 112 

persons or property as a result of any act or be reason of an act or omission in the discharge of 113 

official duties. 114 

 Any suit instituted against any officer or employee because of an act performed by that officer or 115 

employee in the lawful discharge of his duties and under the provisions of this code shall be 116 

defended by the legal representative for the Department of Safety and Permits until the final 117 

termination of the proceedings.   The Director or any of his subordinates shall not be liable for 118 

costs in an action, suit or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this code; 119 

and any officer in the Mechanical Inspection Division, acting in good faith and without malice, 120 

shall be free from liability for acts performed under any of its provisions or by reason of any act 121 

of inclusion or omission in the performance of official duties as required by this code. 122 

104. - PERMIT AND FEE REQUIREMENTS 123 

104.1 - Permit Required - A permit is required to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, 124 

convert or replace a mechanical system, the installation of which is regulated by this code.   No 125 

work may commence until the required permit is issued except where the work must be 126 

performed in an emergency situation. 127 

Exceptions:    (1) approved self-contained refrigeration equipment up to 1 H.P.     128 
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(2) approved self-contained factory-built air conditioning unit, commonly referred to as "window 129 

unit" used in private residences and without ducts, [providing the air conditioning unit does not 130 

project over public property]. 131 

104.2 - Permit Applications.    Each permit application, with the required fee, shall be filed with 132 

the Mechanical Inspection Division on a form furnished for that purpose and shall contain a 133 

description of the proposed work and its location.   An application must be filed by a Class “A” 134 

Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor with an active license and must be signed by the 135 

license holder. 136 

104.3 - Permit Validity -   Each permit application must be properly completed with the 137 

signature of the license holder, and the proper fees paid, before being processed, approved and 138 

assigned a formal mechanical permit number.  Each permit application must be properly 139 

completed with the signature of the license holder, and the proper fees paid, before being 140 

processed, approved and assigned a formal mechanical permit number. 141 

No work may commence until the permit application is approved and issued by the Mechanical 142 

Inspection Division except when failure to commence the work would be life threatening or the 143 

work is an emergency due to disaster or any uncontrolled event or occurrence. 144 

A permit shall be construed to be authorization to proceed with the work and shall not be 145 

construed as authority to violate, cancel, alter, or set aside any of the provisions of this Code, or 146 

any other ordinances adopted by the City of New Orleans, including the Comprehensive Zoning 147 

Ordinance nor shall such issuance of a permit prevent the Director from thereafter requiring a 148 

correction of errors in the Construction Documents or in the installation, construction, or of 149 

violations of this Code.   150 

104.4 - Permit Expiration.   Every permit issued shall expire if the work authorized by such 151 
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permit does not commence within six (6) months after the date of its issuance, or if the work 152 

authorized by such permit is suspended for more than six (6) months after the date of its 153 

issuance, or if the work authorized by such permit is suspended or discontinued for a period of 154 

six (6) months after the date the work began. One or more extensions of time may be allowed for 155 

the permit provided the extension is requested in writing and justifiable cause is demonstrated to 156 

the Director. When the Director grants an extension, it shall be in writing to the requestor, and 157 

the period shall not exceed ninety (90) days each. 158 

104.5 - Permit Fees.   Installations, reinstallations or alterations shall pay the fees listed below: 159 

        From 1 to 3 HP                     $12.00 160 

        For each HP over 3 HP         $  3.00  161 

        Replacing or adding prime movers (condensers) 162 

        (same fee as above) 163 

        Cooling towers 164 

          1 to 50 tons                         $35.00  165 

          51 tons to 100 tons             $60.00 166 

          over 100 tons                      $80.00 167 

Additional fees for the associated gas and/or electric heating units are listed on the Mechanical 168 

Inspection Division Permit Application form. 169 

The total fee for any work begun prior to obtaining the required permit, excepting the emergency 170 

or life threatening conditions, shall be the listed fee plus a penalty fee of five (5) times the listed 171 

fee for such work. 172 

 The determination of the extent of the penalty and the amount of the penalty fee for 173 

blatant and continuous violations of this Article, by any contractor, shall be in the 174 
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discretion of the Director. 175 

104.6 ALTERATION PERMITS - Alteration permits fees shall be based on contract price at a 176 

rate of $30.00 for the first $1500.00 of cost or part thereof plus $10.00 for each additional 177 

$1000.00 or part thereof. 178 

104.7 - DEFINITIONS: For purposes of definitions under this Code, 179 

 1.  One (1) HP shall be considered to be equal to or less than 12,000 Btu per hour. 180 

 2.  3,413 Btu shall be considered equal to one (1) KW. 181 

 3.  One boiler horsepower shall be considered equal to 33,465 Btu per hour.  182 

105 - CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS: 183 

Construction Documents involving mechanical installations are to be submitted at the time of 184 

application for building permits. See Article 106 - Construction Documents: of the New 185 

Orleans Amendments to the International Building Code for details. 186 

106 - ANNUAL INSPECTION AND FEES 187 

106.1 -  All Air Conditioning systems and Water Heaters in commercial and industrial 188 

installations shall be subject to inspections for installation safety by the Mechanical  Inspection 189 

Division according to the following schedules and fees: 190 

ANNUAL INSPECTIONS                                                                    FEE 191 

Commercial and Industrial Installations 192 

Refrigeration and/or Air Conditioning systems............................... $15.00 system 193 

Water Heater.......................................................................................$ 7.00/system 194 

106.2 - All inspection fees are due and payable upon receipt of the “ANNUAL INSPECTION 195 

MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT” bill.   Fees will be doubled after 30 days if bill remains unpaid.   196 

After 60 days action will be taken to have the utilities disconnected until payment and/or 197 



 
New Orleans Amendments to The International Mechanical Code, 2006 Ed. 12

corrections has been received.  198 

106.3 - INSPECTIONS AND POSTING 199 

106.4 - Installation Inspection.  The installer of every Class A, B or C system shall notify the 200 

Director not less than 36 hours prior to the day on which the installations are to be inspected.  201 

Failure to notify the Director as required shall be deemed a violation of this Code.  The Director 202 

shall make all inspections promptly, and shall issue within 72 hours, a Certificate of Approval to 203 

the installer upon satisfactory completion of such inspections.  Saturdays, Sundays and holidays 204 

shall not be included in this 72 hour period.  Inspections of installations in any building or 205 

facility shall be made before the piping and connections of the system are covered and/or made 206 

inaccessible. 207 

106.5 - SYSTEM DEFINITIONS - For the purposes of definition under this code, Refrigerating 208 

and/or air conditioning systems shall be classified as follows: 209 

   Class A.  Containing 1,000 pounds or more of refrigerant. 210 

   Class B.  Less than 1,000 pounds, but more than 100 pounds of refrigerant. 211 

   Class C.  Less than 100 pounds to 20 pounds of refrigerant, or 5 HP or over of air conditioning 212 

or refrigeration. 213 

107 - CERTIFICATES OF APPROVAL 214 

The Director shall sign and issue all Certificates of Approval for the installation, repair or 215 

alteration of all air conditioning and/or refrigeration work.  Said certificate shall not be issued 216 

until all work has been inspected by him and found to comply with all the requirements of this 217 

Code.  Said certificate shall contain mechanical data, name of the owner or owners, and exact 218 

location of the building or premises where the installed work was accomplished. 219 

The Mechanical Inspection Division shall keep a record of the equipment inspected in each 220 
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building giving the description of the equipment, the name of the owner or owners of the 221 

building, the inspection date and the amount collected for such inspections and the name of the 222 

installer for whom the inspection was made. 223 

108 - POSTING OF ANNUAL CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL.  The owner shall post the 224 

issued Certificate of Approval in the machinery room within 10 feet of the pressure imposing 225 

element.  The Director shall maintain a file and record of the Certificates of Approval issued at 226 

each location. 227 

108.1 - INSTRUCTIONS.  Every owner of every Class A, B or C system shall conspicuously 228 

post, as near as practical to the unit, the amount of refrigerant charge, kind of refrigerant, 229 

operating directions, and precautions to be observed in case of a breakdown or leak, including 230 

the following: 231 

(1)   Instructions for shutting down the system in case of an emergency. 232 

(2)  The name, address and day and night telephone numbers for obtaining service. 233 

(3)  The name, address and telephone number of the municipal inspection department having 234 

jurisdiction and instruction to notify said department immediately in case of emergency. 235 

(4)   A sign showing location of main plant switch. 236 

(5)   The name or license number of Operating Engineer in charge. 237 

(6)   Location of nearest fire alarm box. 238 

(7)   Phone numbers of physician and hospital. 239 

(8)   Instructions for letting out refrigerant in case of fire. 240 

109 - AIR CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTOR  241 

CERTIFICATION 242 

109.1 - LICENSE REQUIRED 243 
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A person, firm or corporation engaging in the business of installing, constructing, reconstructing, 244 

altering, repairing, or servicing any air conditioning or refrigeration system or apparatus or parts 245 

thereof, (excluding plug-in types), and who does not hold, or does not employ a person who 246 

holds, a Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration contractor's is in violation of this code. 247 

A  Class “A” Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor license issued under this chapter 248 

shall not be required for the following allied contractors who are performing only their trade 249 

work on a system or apparatus having air conditioning or refrigeration work regulated by this 250 

code:  251 

        (1) Electrical  252 

        (2) Plumbing  253 

        (3) Gasfitting  254 

        (4) Sheet-metal  255 

        (5) Insulating  256 

All of the above must, however, perform their trade work in association with or in support of an 257 

air conditioning or refrigeration system.  258 

(6) Stationary Engineers certified in accordance with this Code, may perform work on the air 259 

conditioning and refrigeration systems, apparatus or parts thereof to include installation, 260 

construction, alteration, reconstruction, repair or service.  This work is allowed only within the 261 

building, mechanical plant or plants, in which the certified Stationary Engineer is hired to 262 

operate, provided however, the necessary Mechanical Inspection Division permits required by 263 

this Code have first been obtained. 264 

A Stationary Engineer applying for a permit with the Mechanical Inspection Division for the 265 

above work at his building, mechanical plant in which he is hired to operate, shall provide his 266 
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Boiler, Air Conditioning or Refrigeration License number.   His license must be current and the 267 

status must be "Active". 268 

110 - APPLICATIONS FOR EXAMINATIONS 269 

 Examination applicants for the Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor 270 

License or the Class "B" Journeyman Mechanic License shall complete and submit the 271 

application to the nationally recognized testing company under contract with the City of New 272 

Orleans.  The application forms shall be furnished by them and they shall be properly completed 273 

in accordance with their information brochure.  All applications for examination shall be 274 

submitted to the recognized testing company under contract with the City of New Orleans, prior 275 

to the deadline dates published in their issued information brochure. The application shall be 276 

accompanied by the appropriate examination fee. 277 

111 - EXAMINATIONS 278 

 Applicants for examinations shall meet the following requirements: 279 

(A) Applicants must be at least eighteen (18) years of age. 280 

(B) An applicant for a Contractor license must furnish satisfactory proof of having at least five 281 

(5) years experience in the field of installation and repair of air conditioning or refrigeration 282 

systems. Satisfactory completion of a Mechanical Engineering Curriculum or Registration as a 283 

Professional Engineer shall constitute satisfactory completion of this requirement. 284 

(C)  An applicant for a Contractor license must have someone in attendance in order to receive 285 

communications from the Mechanical Inspection Division of the Department of Safety and 286 

Permits, or other persons concerned, during business hours. 287 

(D) An applicant for a Contractors License must show successful completion and graduation in a 288 

course of study in air conditioning and refrigeration systems offered by a trade school or 289 
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technical college of recognized standing having at least a two year curriculum.  This shall 290 

account for four years experience. 291 

(E) A Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor license may be assigned to only 292 

one firm, corporation or business at any time. 293 

(F) An applicant for a Class "B" Journeyman Mechanic license must furnish satisfactory proof of 294 

having at least four (4) years experience working in the field of installation and repair of air 295 

conditioning or refrigeration trade or show successful completion and graduation from an HVAC 296 

program at a state accredited trade school or college having at least a two-year standardized 297 

associate degree curriculum in air conditioning and refrigeration.  Applicants who have 298 

completed said HVAC program shall be allowed to test. 299 

(G) Each applicant that has passed the examination shall furnish the Mechanical Inspection 300 

Division two bust pictures (passport type), 1 inch by 1½ inches in size. 301 

(H) License Issue - Mechanical Inspection Division shall issue the appropriate license.  Licenses 302 

issued in accordance with the provisions of this code shall not be assignable or transferable to 303 

any other person. 304 

Each license issued shall identify the name and address of the person to whom the license is 305 

issued, the date issued and the expiration date. 306 

Before any license is issued under this code the applicant must pay the fee required for such 307 

license as defined in this code. 308 

112 - EXAMINATIONS 309 

112.1 - Examinations shall be held on dates as identified in the issued Candidate Information 310 

Brochure of the nationally recognized testing company under contract with the City of New 311 

Orleans.  312 
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112.2 - When a candidate passes the examination the appropriate license must be issued within 1 313 

year.  The license must be signed by the Director. 314 

The license holder must have his license in his immediate possession at all times while 315 

performing the work for which he is licensed and shall display it upon demand. 316 

 All license shall be issued by the Mechanical Inspection Division.   317 

112.3  - RE-EXAMINATIONS 318 

 If an applicant fails to make a passing grade on the examination, he is permitted to apply to be 319 

re-examined at the next regularly scheduled examination date.  There is no limit to the number of 320 

examinations a candidate is allowed to take. 321 

112.4 - DEFINITION OF LICENSE CLASSIFICATIONS 322 

Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor - 323 

Any person, firm or corporation engaging in the business of installing or contracting to install or 324 

repairing or contracting to repair air conditioning, refrigeration or any mechanical equipment 325 

associated with the refrigeration process. 326 

Class "B" Journeyman Mechanic - 327 

Any person engaged in the trade of installing or repairing air conditioning and/or refrigeration 328 

equipment, materials or apparatus.  A Class "B" Journeyman Mechanic must be employed by 329 

and work under the supervision of a Class "A" Air Conditioning and RefrigerationContractor. 330 

112.5 - LICENSE REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION 331 

Licenses issued under this code may be revoked or suspended for reasons defined in this code.  332 

However, the Director may find that the public interest will be adequately protected by a warning 333 

or a suspension for a definite period of time not to exceed two years.  Upon such finding the 334 

Director shall issue such warning or order such suspension.  Upon revocation, the Mechanical 335 
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Inspection Division shall not accept an application for a new license or a renewal within two (2) 336 

years from the date of such revocation unless a shorter time period is granted at the discretion of 337 

the Director based on the circumstances of the revocation or suspension. 338 

If an Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor license is suspended or revoked, a new 339 

license shall be issued to such person only after application as a new applicant, and passing the 340 

required examination. 341 

112.6 - REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION REASONS 342 

1. Violating, either willfully or maliciously, or by reason of incompetence, any provision of this 343 

code. 344 

2. Conviction of any offense involving the defrauding of any person for whom a service has been 345 

rendered or contracted to be rendered under this chapter. 346 

3.  Fraud or misrepresentation in obtaining a license or permit. 347 

4.  Conviction of drunkenness or the use of narcotics. 348 

5.  Adjudication of insanity. 349 

6.  Securing a permit for mechanical work not actually performed by the Class "A" Air 350 

Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor or by certified employees under his control, 351 

supervision, direction and responsibility. 352 

7.  Securing a permit under any pretext for an installation concerning which the applicant has no 353 

valid contract. 354 

8.  Performing any air conditioning or refrigeration work as defined herein for which no 355 

mechanical permit has been obtained. 356 

9.  Refusing to finish work for which a permit was taken and for which payment was accepted. 357 

10.  False, misleading or deceptive advertising. 358 
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11.  Any medical reason wherein a physician's medical opinion is provided to the Director 359 

indicating the person certified is unable to satisfactorily perform the duties and functions 360 

expected of a Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration, or a Class "B" Journeyman 361 

Mechanic license holder, and any further performance in the air conditioning or refrigeration 362 

field as a result of present continued activity or any future license renewal would be a danger to 363 

himself and endanger the life and property of others. 364 

112.6.1 - LICENSE RENEWAL 365 

The Director may withhold the renewal of any license by the same process used for revocation or 366 

suspension of issued licenses, as described in this Code. 367 

112.7 - CODE VIOLATION HEARING  368 

 If needed, the Director shall initiate a hearing, in conjunction with the Chief Building Official, 369 

or the Chief Mechanical Inspector, to review a code violation the Chief Mechanical Inspector 370 

has determined to exist, that would effectuate any license issued by the Mechanical Inspection 371 

Division to be suspended or revoked.  372 

112.8 - NOTICE OF HEARING  373 

Any time the Director is shown the existence of one or more violations that are grounds for 374 

revocation, or there is filed with the Mechanical Inspection Division a complaint of any person 375 

alleging the existence of any such violations, and if the Director has determined these grounds to 376 

be valid, it shall be his duty to serve upon the alleged violator a notice of the alleged grounds for 377 

revocation.   The notice shall be served upon the holder of the license stating the time, date, and 378 

place of a violation hearing.   The notice shall enumerate the cause or causes for suspending or 379 

revoking the license.  The notice may be mailed by registered or certified mail to the holder of 380 

the license at the address of his place of business as given by him on his application for the 381 
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license, or it may be served on him in person by a Police Officer or employee the Mechanical 382 

Inspection Division of the Department of Safety and Permits. 383 

The alleged violator shall have the right to appear at such hearing, be represented by counsel, 384 

produce evidence, and cross examine witnesses. 385 

 If after such hearing, it is determined that one or more of the above grounds do exist for 386 

suspension or revocation, the Chief Mechanical Inspectors final action shall be coordinated with 387 

the Chief Building Official, the Building Official and/or the Director.  388 

 The Chief Mechanical Inspector shall enter a written finding to the Director of the Department 389 

of Safety and Permits.  390 

112.9 - LEGAL ADVISOR 391 

    The City Attorney shall be legal advisor to the Director. 392 

112.10 - APPEAL PROCEDURE 393 

An appeal from this decision may be taken to the Board of Building Standards and Appeals 394 

within ten (10) days of written notification to the appellant. 395 

113 - INSURANCE  396 

   Before a Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor license is issued (initial) or 397 

re-issued (renewal), each certified Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor must 398 

provide evidence of the following to the Director when he registers with the Mechanical 399 

Inspection Division.    400 

113.1 - MINIMUM INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS: 401 

(A)  Workers' Compensation Insurance in accordance with Louisiana state law. 402 

(B)  Comprehensive general liability insurance coverage with limits of not less than  $500,000 403 

per occurrence for bodily injury and $250,000 per occurrence for property damage,  with 404 
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coverage extended as follows: 405 

(i)    Operations-premises liability: 406 

(ii) Independent contractor's liability-broad form: 407 

(iii)  Contractual liability - broad form: 408 

(iv)  Completed operations an products liability. 409 

All such insurance shall be issued by a company duly registered and/or authorized to write such 410 

insurance in the State of Louisiana.  Compliance with this section shall be considered as having 411 

been met when a copy of the policy, or a certificate of insurance has been filed with and 412 

approved by the Department of Safety and Permits. 413 

 Such policy shall include an endorsement thereon that the Department of Safety and Permits 414 

will be notified at least 10 days in advance in the event the policy or policies are canceled or 415 

permitted to lapse by not renewing before the expiration date of the certificate. 416 

114 - FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER AND OCCUPATIONAL LICENSE 417 

Before a Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor license is issued (initial) or re-418 

issued (renewal), each certified Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor must 419 

provide his Federal Identification (ID) number and his Parish Occupational license number to the 420 

Director when he registers with the Mechanical Inspection Division. 421 

115 - LICENSE FEES 422 

(A)  To register a license an applicant shall pay the applicable fee as follows: 423 

Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor ...........................  $100.00 424 

Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor (INACTIVE)......   $25.00 425 

Class "B" Journeyman Mechanic...................................................... ...........     $50.00  426 

(B) Fees for license registration shall be remitted to the Mechanical Inspection Division and 427 
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made payable to the "City of New Orleans". 428 

115.1 - PAYMENT OF FEES: DATES FOR RENEWAL OF ACTIVE LICENSES 429 

The registration fee shall be paid at the time the application is presented for the initial or renewal 430 

license issuance. 431 

The Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor License shall expire on the 432 

applicant’s date of birth.  The renewal registration fee for the Class "A" Air Conditioning and 433 

Refrigeration Contractor is due and payable to the "City of New Orleans" on the first regular day 434 

of business after the applicant’s date of birth.   No license renewal shall be issued unless all work 435 

specified on permit(s) filed more than three months prior to the applicant’s date of birth has been 436 

completed, or a written reason, sufficient to the Director, has been submitted and approved, 437 

indicating why the job installation(s) remains incomplete. 438 

A single license shall be issued to any contractor applicant successfully satisfying all of the 439 

requirements of the City for both of the trades of Class "A" Master Gasfitter and Class "A" Air 440 

Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor. His issued license shall be known as the "Dual 441 

Contractor License". The "Dual Contractor License" shall also expire on the applicant’s date of 442 

birth. Application and renewal fees for the "Dual Contractor License" shall be submitted to the 443 

Director prior to the first regular day of business after the applicant’s date of birth. 444 

 Application and renewal fees for the Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor license shall 445 

be submitted to the Director prior to the applicant’s date of birth. 446 

Should a Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor fail to renew his license prior 447 

to the first regular day of business after his date of birth, or fail to complete the work specified on 448 

his permit(s) issued more than three (3) months prior to his date of birth, a delinquent fee of 449 

$10.00 per month shall be added to the renewal fee beginning on the first regular day of business 450 
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after his date of birth. 451 

 No permit application shall be processed, nor shall any permit be issued to any applicant who 452 

has not been issued a current valid license for the year of the permit application. 453 

Failure to renew a Class "B" Journeyman Mechanic license prior to the first regular day of 454 

business after his date of birth shall require a delinquent fee of $5.00 per month added to the 455 

renewal fee beginning on the first regular day of business after his date of birth. 456 

Failure to renew any Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration, or Class "B" Journeyman 457 

Mechanic expired licenses within a one year period shall require a new application and 458 

re-examination and shall be considered as a new applicant. 459 

116 - INACTIVE LICENSE 460 

A Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor who so desires may, by written 461 

request to and approval of the Director, change his license to an inactive status.  The Class "A" 462 

Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor may continue his inactive status by paying an 463 

annual renewal fee of $25.00.  The inactive Air Conditioning and Refrigeration license expires 464 

on the applicant’s date of birth of the year of issue.   The inactive status license must be renewed 465 

each year and the Director must be notified in writing that the contractor desires to remain in the 466 

inactive status for the ensuing year. 467 

 The Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor may revert his license back to an 468 

active status by a written request to and approval by the Director.   Reverting the license back to 469 

the active status requires the payment of the full active fee as required in this Code. 470 

 No Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor shall engage in the business as an 471 

air conditioning or refrigeration contractor while his license is in an inactive status.    An inactive 472 

license holder can, however engage in air conditioning and refrigeration work under the 473 
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supervision of an active first class license holder. 474 

Only one Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor status change to inactive shall be 475 

allowed in any twelve (12) month period. 476 

117 - PROHIBITION AGAINST LICENSE TRANSFER 477 

No Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor shall assign or in any way convey 478 

his license to anyone by power of attorney or any other process or become involved in any type 479 

of agreement, assignment or use whereby he will not have supervision, direction, control or 480 

responsibility for the air conditioning and/or refrigeration work for which he has obtained a 481 

permit from the Mechanical Inspection Division of the Department of Safety and Permits.  482 

No Class "B" Journeyman Mechanic shall assign or in any way convey the use of his license, or 483 

any rights thereunder, to anyone by power of attorney or any other process. 484 

118 - AIR CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION CONTRACTORS' AND 485 

OWNER'S RESPONSIBILITIES 486 

118.1 The Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration license holder shall keep on file with 487 

the Director, a letter designating which person, partnership, firm or corporation he represents.   488 

He shall notify the Director within 10 days of any status change.  The Class "A" Air 489 

Conditioning and Refrigeration license holder shall represent only one person, partnership, firm, 490 

or corporation. 491 

118.2 - Every Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor, certified in accordance 492 

with these regulations, shall be responsible for any defects of construction installed by him until 493 

such time as a Certificate of Approval has been issued by the Director.  Also, any and all defects 494 

(discrepancies) that may have been concealed by such Class "A" Air Conditioning and 495 

Refrigeration Contractor and discovered after a Certificate of Approval has been issued shall be 496 
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the responsibility of and corrected by said Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration 497 

Contractor. 498 

After the issuance of the Certificate of Approval by the Director, the person, firm or corporation 499 

in whose name the utility service is contracted for, shall be responsible for any and all defects. 500 

119 - DISPLAY OF AIR CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION   CONTRACTOR'S 501 

SIGN 502 

Every location where the installation of air conditioning and/or refrigeration work or any work of 503 

a mechanical nature is being done, shall have displayed in a conspicuous place, a sign giving the 504 

name and address of the person, firm or corporation doing the air conditioning and/or 505 

refrigeration work. 506 

The sign shall include the license number, name, address and telephone number of the person, 507 

firm or corporation and the words "CLASS "A" AIR CONDITIONING AND 508 

REFRIGERATION CONTRACTOR" in letters not less than two (2) inches high. 509 

Failure to display such sign by the installing Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration 510 

contractor or the display of such a sign by other than duly certified Class "A" Air Conditioning 511 

and Refrigeration Contractors shall constitute an attempt to circumvent the safety and welfare of 512 

the general public and shall be in violation of this Code. 513 

119.1 - Every Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor shall permanently install 514 

a sign on each work vehicle utilized in the performance of his duties and responsibilities as a 515 

Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor as defined in this Code.  The vehicle 516 

sign shall contain the license number of the Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration 517 

Contractor, the name, address and the telephone number of  the person, firm or corporation, in 518 

letters not less than two (2) inches high. 519 
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119.2 - PUBLIC ADVERTISING OR ADVERTISEMENT OF SERVICES 520 

1. Every Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor advertising or proposing to 521 

advertise to the general public for the purposes of obtaining any of the types of air conditioning 522 

and/or refrigeration work, in Orleans Parish, as defined in this Code, shall provide his license 523 

number, the name, address and telephone number of the person, firm or corporation. 524 

2. Advertising for the purposes of obtaining work in Orleans Parish as defined in this Code, by 525 

any person other than a certified Class "A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor shall 526 

constitute an attempt to circumvent the general health, welfare and safety of the public and shall 527 

constitute a violation of this Code. 528 

3.  The display of such a sign or advertising for the purposes of obtaining work by any person 529 

other than a duly certified Class “A” Master Gasfitter Contractor shall constitute a violation of 530 

this Code. 531 

4. Deceptive or false advertising shall constitute an attempt to circumvent the general health, 532 

welfare and safety of the public and shall constitute a violation of this Code. 533 

120 - BOILERS, HEATING SYSTEMS AND UNFIRED PRESSURE VESSELS 534 

120.1 All power boilers and low pressure heating boilers shall be inspected annually. 535 

EXCEPTIONS: 536 

1. This Section shall not apply to boilers, heating systems or unfired pressure vessels in marine 537 

or railroad service, which are under the inspection regulations of the United States Government. 538 

2. This Section shall not apply to low-pressure boilers, low-pressure hot water or steam heating 539 

systems and hot water supply systems located in a private residence or dwelling of two (2) 540 

families or less.  541 

3. This Section shall not apply to any unfired pressure vessel of 5 cu. ft capacity or less or any 542 
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vessel designed for pressures not exceeding 250 psi provided they comply with the rules for 543 

construction and installation in this Code and are stamped as required by ASME B31.9. 544 

120.2 All unfired pressure vessels over 5 cu. ft. shall be inspected at least once annually. 545 

120.3 All boilers, heating systems or unfired pressure vessels shall be inspected by the Director 546 

during their installation. 547 

120.4 The owner or user shall apply a hydrostatic test to a boiler, heating system or unfired 548 

pressure vessel when advised to do so by the Director. 549 

121 - ANNUAL OPERATING CERTIFICATE FEES AND PERMITS 550 

121.1 The following fees shall be charged annually: 551 

Boilers thru 20 HP ........................... $20.00 552 

Boilers thru 100 HP ......................... $25.00 553 

Boilers over 100 HP ........................ $30.00 554 

Unfired Pressure Vessels which cannot 555 

 be inspected internally ...................  $12.00 556 

Unfired Pressure Vessels which can 557 

 be inspected internally ...................  $20.00 558 

121.2 Every person, firm or corporation proposing to install or repair boilers, heating systems, 559 

hot water supply systems or unfired pressure vessels shall file a written request for a permit with 560 

the Director and pay the following fees: 561 

 Boilers - 1 thru 10 HP ....................... $25.00 562 

 Each additional HP .............................. $3.00 563 

 Unfired Pressure Vessels not designed for 564 

 internal inspections ......................... $20.00 565 
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Unfired Pressure Vessels designed for internal inspections thru 200 gallons nominal 566 

 fluid capacity .................................$25.00 567 

Over 200 gallons, each additional 568 

100 gallon capacity ....................... $30.00 569 

Repairs for the first $1,500.00 of cost ..... $30.00 570 

Each $1000.00 over the first $1,500.00 571 

or part thereof ..........................................$10.00 572 

Permits obtained after installation has begun shall pay the regular fee plus a penalty fee of five 573 

(5) times the regular fee amount. 574 

122 - REVOCATION OF CERTIFICATES 575 

When a boiler, heating system or unfired pressure vessel is found to be in a dangerous condition 576 

and its continued operation would be a source of danger to life and property, the Director shall 577 

immediately revoke the Certificate of Approval and the owner or user shall be ordered to cease 578 

operating same immediately.  If the owner or user refuses to comply with the order, the Director 579 

shall have the authority to order the Utility Company to disconnect the service from the building, 580 

premises or structure where the dangerous boiler, heating system or unfired pressure vessel is 581 

being operated. 582 

123 - SPECIAL EVENTS AIR CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION 583 

A Special Event shall include, but not be limited to fairs, festivals, carnivals, circuses, road 584 

shows, trade shows, concerts, displays, expositions and/or such other functions with a temporary 585 

status generally taking place outdoors and/or indoors at a permanent location or building 586 

utilizing the electrical service at that location or building to power the temporary installation of 587 

air conditioning and/or refrigeration equipment or other mechanical equipment to support the 588 



 
New Orleans Amendments to The International Mechanical Code, 2006 Ed. 29

Special Event. 589 

This includes the temporary installation of air conditioning and/or refrigeration equipment or 590 

other mechanical equipment of any description to be powered by the use of self generated 591 

electrical equipment either rented or owned by any of the types of Special Event. 592 

A permit is required for the Special Event temporary installation air conditioning and/or 593 

refrigeration or other mechanical equipment of any description. 594 

All Certificates of Approval issued for the Special Events air conditioning and/or refrigeration 595 

equipment or mechanical equipment of any description may be revoked at the discretion of the 596 

Director if the continued use of such mechanical equipment for the Special Event is deemed 597 

unsafe and not in the interest of the safety, health and welfare of the general public for which the 598 

event was initially allowed. 599 

124 - DISCONTINUANCE OF UTILITY SERVICES 600 

(A)  Whenever the Director determines the construction, repair or installation of any air 601 

conditioning and/or refrigeration system, or power source, or mechanical equipment at any 602 

municipal address or location to be in a dangerous, hazardous or perilous condition and 603 

imminently threatening to the safety, health and welfare of the users, occupants or the general 604 

public, immediate notification shall be given to the utility company to disconnect the meter or 605 

remove any utility service to the building or location.  No utility service shall be resumed until 606 

the necessary corrections have been completed as required by this Code. 607 

(B)   Whenever, in the opinion of the Director, any air conditioning and/or refrigeration 608 

installation of mechanical  equipment or power source in any building is unsafe or in a dangerous 609 

condition, or any mechanical construction, installation, or repair work has been installed or is 610 

being used in violation of this Code or is being used in violation of the use provisions of the 611 
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Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance as interpreted by the Zoning Administrator, the Director shall 612 

send written notice to the person, firm or corporation responsible for the violation(s) to correct 613 

such condition(s) within the time specified in the written notice.  This period may not be 614 

extended except by written permission from the Director.  615 

Failure to comply with this notice shall empower the Director to: 616 

(1) file charges in the Municipal Court of the City of New Orleans; and/or 617 

(2) seek relief through Civil District Court or another Court of competent jurisdiction; and/or 618 

(3) notify as provided in Chapter 6, Article II, of the Code of the City of New Orleans, the owner 619 

of record and/or any other person whom the City Attorney identifies as required to receive 620 

notice, to appear before an Administrative Hearing Officer to show cause why the said owner 621 

and/or person should not be adjudicated as a violate to the said Chapter 6, Article II.  622 

If the above Courts and/or Administrative Agency determines that the owner and/or person is in 623 

violation of the provisions of this Code or the provisions of the Comprehensive Zoning 624 

Ordinance as interpreted by the Zoning Administrator, and such violations have not been 625 

corrected within 10 days of said determination, the Chief Mechanical and/or Chief Electrical 626 

Inspector shall have authority to order the service of the utility company to be discontinued until 627 

such time the violations have been corrected.   When the violations have been corrected  and the 628 

location is re-inspected by the Director, he shall notify  the utility company in writing  that the 629 

utility service(s) may be reconnected.    Corrections of all such violations must be performed by 630 

licensed contractors. 631 

(C) If any premises or location has been without gas service or electrical power for a period 632 

exceeding six (6) months, a permit must be obtained and a re-inspection made prior to the 633 

connection of any utility service. 634 
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125 - WORK BY OTHER THAN MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS 635 

No person, firm or corporation, erecting, repairing, or altering buildings, erecting signs, altering, 636 

changing or installing plumbing or engaged in any other work, shall close in or conceal any 637 

wiring or raceway, nor cut, break, destroy, disconnect or in any other manner interfere with the 638 

arrangements of any air conditioning and/or refrigeration equipment whether inside or outside of 639 

any building or premises without receiving a permit from the Director. 640 

Before such permit will be issued, said person, firm or corporation shall provide the Director 641 

with a written notice at least forty-eight (48) hours before such contemplated work is to 642 

commence. 643 

The work of altering, changing or disconnecting such air conditioning and/or refrigeration 644 

equipment, by other than a mechanical contractor, must be done under the supervision of a Class 645 

"A" Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractor. 646 

126 - EXTRA INSPECTIONS FEES 647 

(A) Extra Inspection or wasted trip - When any person, firm or corporation, after notice has 648 

been given to the Director, shall be found to have violated any of the requirements of this Code, 649 

or when through any such violation by any person, firm or corporation doing the work, it shall 650 

become necessary to make extra inspections because of a wasted trip, a fee of $50.00 shall be 651 

charged. 652 

This charge is for each and any extra inspection made necessary as a result of blatantly 653 

incomplete work, inaccessibility to perform the inspection or for alterations to work previously 654 

accepted.  This fee is in addition to any regular required permit fees. 655 

(B) Fire Marshal Inspection - When any person, firm or corporation requests a complete 656 

mechanical inspection of existing installations as ordered by and/or in compliance with the 657 
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Louisiana State Fire Marshal Act, a fee of $25.00 shall be charged. 658 

(C) After Hour Inspections - When any person, firm or corporation requests a mechanical 659 

inspection of any installed mechanical equipment to be performed at a time other than the regular 660 

designated working hours of the Mechanical Equipment Inspectors of the Department of Safety 661 

and Permits, the request and reason for the after hour inspection must be made to and approved 662 

by the Director prior to any inspector assignment. 663 

A fee of $175.00 shall be charged to the person, firm or corporation requesting this after-hour 664 

inspection.  Payment of this fee must be made to the "City of New Orleans" within forty-eight 665 

(48) hours of the request for the inspection and is to be paid in addition to any regular required 666 

permit fees in this Code. 667 

127 - EXEMPTIONS 668 

Nothing in this Code shall apply to companies regulated by the Louisiana Public Service 669 

Commission or the utility company where mechanical work is performed on the utility company 670 

property or on the supply side of any utility company meter. 671 

128 - BASIC STANDARDS 672 

No air conditioning and/or refrigeration work shall be installed or placed in or on any building, 673 

structure or premises, unless this work is in conformity with approved methods of construction.  674 

Compliance with the regulations in the applicable safety codes shall be "prima facie" evidence of 675 

conformity with such approved methods. 676 

All mechanical devices, fittings, materials, equipment, and appliances shall be those approved 677 

for the purpose for which they are used. Only such mechanical devices, fittings, materials, 678 

equipment, and appliances, that are constructed in conformity with their listing or labeled by a 679 

testing laboratory acceptable to the Director, shall be installed.  The satisfactory listing or 680 
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labeling of these devices, fittings, materials, equipment, and appliances shall be the "prima facie" 681 

evidence of conformity with the requirements of this Code. 682 

129 - STANDARD AIR CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION MATERIALS 683 

Before any air conditioning and refrigeration material, appliance, or equipment is used, it shall 684 

be constructed in conformity with the current methods (to include but not be limited to 685 

Underwriters Laboratories, Inc.  (UL), Factory Mutual (FM), Canadian Standards Association 686 

(CSA), American Gas Association (AGA) and others listed by the SBCCI Public Safety Testing 687 

& Evaluation Service, Inc. (PST & ESI) to insure safety to life and property. 688 

130 - ALTERNATIVE MATERIALS, METHODS AND EQUIPMENT  689 

The provisions of this Code are not intended to prevent the installation or use of any material or 690 

to prohibit any method of construction not specifically prescribed by this Code, provided any 691 

such alternative has been approved by the Director.  The Director shall approve any such 692 

alternative, provided he finds that the alternative for the purpose intended is at least the 693 

equivalent of that prescribed in this Code in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, 694 

durability and safety. The Director shall require that sufficient evidence or proof be submitted to 695 

substantiate any claim made regarding the alternative.  The Director may recommend an 696 

amendment to this Code in order to make permissible the use of said alternate.  If in the opinion 697 

of the Director, the evidence and proof are not sufficient to justify approval or recommendation 698 

for an amendment, the applicant may refer the entire matter to the Board of Building Standards 699 

and Appeals as specified in Article 112 of the International Building Code®, 2006 ed., as 700 

amended.  701 

131 - TESTS OF MATERIALS AND SYSTEMS OF CONSTRUCTION    702 

Where new and/or alternative systems of construction, qualities of materials or tests are proposed 703 
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for use, tests may be required by the Director.  Such tests shall be made at the expense of the 704 

owner or his agent by a testing laboratory or other organization approved by the Director.  When 705 

required by the Director, such tests shall be witnessed by him or his designee.  The owner or his 706 

agent shall notify the Director of the time and location of all such tests so that he may be present. 707 

Certified copies of all test reports shall be filed with the Director for his final approval before the 708 

systems of construction or materials are used.  709 

132 - ELEVATORS, MOVING STAIRS AND DUMBWAITERS 710 

132.1 - Each elevator, dumbwaiter, hoist, moving stair and chair lift, used or proposed to be used 711 

in this City, shall be inspected by the Director.  If  found to be suitable and to conform to the 712 

requirements of this Code, the Director shall issue the owner or user thereof, an inspection 713 

certificate.  Such inspection certificate shall be valid for twelve (12) months from its date of 714 

issuance and shall be posted in a conspicuous place. 715 

132.2 - The Director may at any time suspend an inspection certificate when, in his opinion, the 716 

elevator, moving stairs, dumbwaiter or  hoist for which it was issued may not continue to be 717 

operated without danger to the public safety.  Such suspension of an inspection certificate shall 718 

continue in effect until said elevator, moving stairs, dumbwaiter or hoist shall have been  made to 719 

conform to the requirements of this Code. 720 

132.3 - Not more than twelve (12) months shall lapse between inspections of elevators, moving 721 

stairs, dumbwaiters, hoists and other installations as listed in ANSI A17.1.  Interval inspections 722 

as prescribed by ANSI A17.1 shall be "prima facie" evidence of compliance with this article. 723 

133 - FEES FOR ANNUAL CERTIFICATES OF OPERATION 724 

For each elevator, moving stairs, dumbwaiter, hoist .............................................$50.00 725 

133.1 - Every person, firm or corporation proposing to install or repair elevators, moving stairs 726 
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dumbwaiters, or hoists shall file a written request for an installation permit with the Director and 727 

pay the following fees: 728 

For each elevator, moving stairs, dumbwaiter, or 729 

manlift, (2 thru 10 floors)............................... $60.00 730 

(over 10 floors)...............................................$100.00 731 

For each Workman's Hoist (passenger)........  $250.00 732 

For each Builders Hoist................................. $200.00 733 

133.2 - The repair fees for elevators, moving stairs, or dumbwaiter shall be in accordance with 734 

this Code. 735 

133.3 - Permits obtained after the installation has begun shall be the listed permit fee plus a 736 

penalty fee of five (5) times the listed fee for such work. 737 

134 - INSPECTION BY LICENSED INSURANCE COMPANIES 738 

134.1 - COMMISSIONED INSPECTORS 739 

All inspections required on insured boilers, unfired pressure vessels, refrigeration and/or air 740 

conditioning systems and water heaters may be conducted by licensed insurance company 741 

inspectors, subject, however, to certain conditions hereinafter set forth.  The burden of proving 742 

that these conditions have been fulfilled is incumbent on the licensed insurance company. 743 

Any insurance company licensed by the State of Louisiana to inspect and insure boilers, unfired 744 

pressure vessels, refrigeration and/or air conditioning systems and water heaters may make 745 

application to the Director to have inspectors employed by said insurance companies 746 

commissioned as Special Inspectors of the City of New Orleans.  Such inspectors shall receive 747 

no salary or remuneration of any kind from, nor shall any of their expenses be paid by the City of 748 

New Orleans. 749 
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The duration of the commissioned Special Inspector shall be conditioned upon his continued 750 

employment with the licensed insurance company making the original application, and upon 751 

said insurance company's maintenance of the standards required of this Code. The Special 752 

Inspector Commission is issued for only one licensed insurance company. The Special 753 

Inspector shall notify the Director of any change in status of his employment within 10 days 754 

of the change. 755 

All applicants for a  Special Inspector's Commission to inspect boilers, unfired pressure 756 

vessels, refrigeration and/or air conditioning systems and water heaters shall hold a Boiler 757 

and Pressure Vessel Inspector Commission issued by the National Board of Boiler and 758 

Pressure Vessel Inspectors. 759 

Any licensed insurance company desiring to qualify an inspector under the provisions of this 760 

Article must maintain a regular inspection service in the City of New Orleans and must have 761 

at least one duly commissioned Special Inspector. 762 

Every licensed insurance company employing these Special Inspectors shall furnish the 763 

Director an inspection report of all mechanical equipment insured and inspected by them, the 764 

location of the equipment, the owner or user of the equipment and the date the present 765 

inspection certificate on the equipment expires.  The report list shall include any added or 766 

deleted equipment from the submitted report of the previous year. 767 

Inspections of all boilers, heating systems, unfired pressure vessels, air conditioning and/or 768 

refrigeration systems and water heaters, when such objects are insured and inspected as 769 

required by this Code. Equipment inspected by an inspector employed by a licensed insurance 770 

company and commissioned by the Director as a Special Inspector, will be accepted. This 771 

equipment will be exempted from City inspections upon the payment of applicable inspection 772 

fees. The inspection of the initial installation of the above objects shall be made by the 773 

Director and the inspection fees shall be paid to the City by the owner or user as required. 774 
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The inspection of all replacement installations which requires the Director’s approval of plans 775 

and specifications shall also be made by the Director and the applicable inspection fees shall 776 

be paid to the City by the owner or user. 777 

134.2 - FEES 778 

 For Commercial and Industrial installations, the licensed insurance company shall collect for the 779 

City of New Orleans a $10.00 annual certificate fee for each insured boiler, unfired pressure 780 

vessel, refrigeration and/or air conditioning system or other insured equipment and a $5.00 781 

annual certificate fee for each water heater.  The fee shall be paid by the owner or user of such 782 

insured equipment. 783 

These fees shall be made payable to “The City of New Orleans” and submitted to the Mechanical 784 

Inspection Division at the time the annual data inspection report is filed with the Director. On all 785 

refrigeration and/or air conditioning systems, no exemption from City inspections shall be 786 

granted or recognized unless the complete and entire system, exclusive of the prime mover, is 787 

insured and inspected. 788 

Special Inspectors shall make all inspections as required by this Code.   The inspection reports 789 

furnished to the Director shall be on appropriate ASME or National Board of Boiler and Pressure 790 

Vessel Inspectors forms or any other form prescribed by the City of New Orleans. 791 

If an inspection report indicates that violations of this Code exist, the licensed insurance 792 

company shall cause those violations to be corrected.  If said violations are not corrected within 793 

thirty (30) days, the licensed insurance company shall report the violation to the Director and he 794 

shall cause those violations to be corrected and shall collect from the owner or user the City 795 

inspection fee as prescribed within this Code. 796 

If the licensed insurance company fails to inspect and file with the Director a complete report of 797 

inspection of the insured boiler, heating system, unfired pressure vessel, mechanical amusement 798 

device, air conditioning and/or refrigeration system and water heater within a thirty (30) day 799 
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period after the expiration date of the last issued certificate on the described objects, an 800 

inspection of the described objects shall be made by City inspectors and City inspection fees, as 801 

prescribed in this Code shall be collected from the owner or user. 802 

The licensed insurance company shall notify the Director immediately whenever an inspection 803 

indicates an unsafe, dangerous or hazardous condition. 804 

The licensed insurance company shall also notify the Director within thirty (30) days on an 805 

appropriate ASME or National Board of Boiler and Pressure Vessel Inspector form or form 806 

prescribed by the City of New Orleans of all new insurance and discontinuance in insurance on 807 

boilers, heating systems, unfired pressure vessels, refrigeration and/or air conditioning systems, 808 

and water heaters.  If said companies or inspectors fail to comply with the above conditions and 809 

requirements, the Director may suspend or revoke commission inspection privileges granted 810 

hereunder. 811 

135 - STATIONARY ENGINEER 812 

 It is unlawful for a person, owner, occupant, firm, partnership, association, or corporation 813 

having control or management of any building, structure or plant, to operate or permit to be 814 

operated any boiler, steam engine, internal combustion engine, refrigeration and/or air 815 

conditioning equipment, in the City of New Orleans without a properly qualified person having 816 

the necessary license on the premises at all times while such stationary equipment is in operation.    817 

The exact location of the building, structure or plant shall be indicated on the face of the 818 

issued license and this issued license shall be limited to that indicated location only.     819 

Upon failure to comply with the above, thereby creating an unsafe and dangerous condition for 820 

the general public, the Director, shall notify the owner in writing to correct such condition within 821 

10 days.  This period may not be extended except by written permission from the Director of the 822 
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Department of Safety and Permits.  Upon failure to comply with this notice, the respective 823 

Electrical and/or Mechanical Division Chiefs shall request the Utility Company to discontinue 824 

either the electric and/or gas service, until such time that a person with a valid license is 825 

operating the stationary equipment in the discrepant building, structure or plant.  If the utilities 826 

have been discontinued, and license compliance has been completed, either the Chief Electrical 827 

Inspector or the Chief Mechanical Inspector, or both, shall  notify the Utility Company that 828 

electric and/or gas service may be restored. 829 

136 - HOISTING AND PORTABLE LICENSES REQUIRED 830 

A person must secure and maintain from the Mechanical Inspection Division a current valid 831 

license before operating the following hoisting and portable equipment. 832 

Backhoes - tractor/loader 833 

Bulldozers - Equivalent of D-3 or larger 834 

Tower Cranes 835 

Crawler Cranes and Motor Cranes - all sizes 836 

Hydraulic Excavators - 5/8 cu. yd. capacity and larger 837 

Front End Loaders - ½ cu. yd. capacity and larger 838 

Hydraulic Truck Cranes 839 

Motor Graders 840 

Scrapers 841 

Rollers and Compactors with seats 842 

Fork Lifts - 6,000 lbs capacity and over 843 

Concrete Pumps 844 
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The Hoisting and Portable Engineer must have the license in his possession  at all times when 845 

operating the equipment and must display it upon demand of the Director, or designated 846 

representative. 847 

136.1 - ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 848 

It is unlawful for an unlicensed person to operate or for a contractor to permit an unlicensed 849 

person to operate any hoisting and portable equipment.  The Department of Safety and Permits 850 

may pursue charges against the individual and the contractor.  The penalty for a violation of this 851 

code is a maximum fine of $500.00, or 90 days in jail, or both, for each day that the violation 852 

occurs. 853 

If an unlicensed person is found to be operating hoisting and portable equipment, the mechanical 854 

inspector shall direct the operator to cease operation of the equipment immediately and the 855 

equipment shall not be operated until a licensed operator is available to operate the equipment.  856 

The mechanical inspector is to advise the contractor of the violation.  857 

137 - DEFINITIONS AND REFERENCES  858 

The air conditioning and refrigeration tonnage referred to in this Code shall be in accordance 859 

with the ASHRAE Code.  The boiler horsepower referred to in this Code shall be in accordance 860 

with the ASME Code. 861 

138 - EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS REQUIRING STATIONARY ENGINEERS AND 862 

CLASSIFICATION OF LICENSES 863 

138.1 A First Class License is required for an operator to operate the following: 864 

Boilers - unlimited. 865 

Steam engines - unlimited. 866 

Internal combustion engines - unlimited. 867 
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Refrigeration and/or air conditioning systems 868 

using Group A1, B2 Refrigerants - unlimited. 869 

A Second Class License shall be required for any operator to oversee or manage any of the above 870 

equipment under the direct supervision and guidance of a First Class Engineer. 871 

The First Class Engineer must be continuously available to advise the Second Class Engineer(s) 872 

whom he supervises. 873 

138.2  A Second Class License is required for an operator to operate the following: 874 

Boilers up to 150 horsepower. 875 

Steam engines up to 150 horsepower. 876 

Internal combustion engines up to 150 horsepower. 877 

Refrigeration and/or air conditioning systems using Group A1, B2 Refrigerants; up to 200 tons, 878 

but not more than 15 systems. 879 

Air Conditioning systems using Group A1 Refrigerants; up to 200 tons but not more than 15 880 

systems, maximum size of any individual unit 60 tons. 881 

A Third Class License shall be required for any operator to oversee or manage any of the above 882 

equipment under the direct supervision and guidance of a Second Class Engineer. 883 

The Second Class Engineer must be continuously available to advise the Third Class  884 

Engineer(s) whom he supervises. 885 

138.3 A Third Class License is required for an operator to operate the following: 886 

Boilers up to 75 horsepower. 887 

Steam engines up to 75 horsepower. 888 

Internal combustion engines up to 75 horsepower. 889 

Refrigeration and/or air conditioning systems using Group A1, B2 Refrigerants, up to 100 tons. 890 
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139 - ANNUAL LICENSE REGISTRATION FEES 891 

139.1 - STATIONARY ENGINEERS LICENSE    892 

Every applicant for a license, either upon the original application or for a renewal thereof, shall 893 

be required to pay the following registration fees: 894 

   First Class Operating Engineer's License 895 

                    Active Status..................$50.00 896 

                   Duplicate issue...............$50.00 897 

                    Inactive status................$25.00 898 

    Second Class Operating Engineer's License 899 

                    Active status...................$35.00 900 

                    Duplicate issue...............$35.00 901 

    Third Class Operating Engineer's License 902 

                    Active status...................$30.00 903 

                    Duplicate issue...............$30.00 904 

139.2 - HOISTING & PORTABLE LICENSES 905 

Applicants applying for a license as provided in this Code relative to portable equipment and 906 

hoisting machinery. 907 

Hoisting and Portable Engineer's License.......$25.00 908 

139.3 - EXAMINATION REGISTRATION 909 

Every examination application for a Operating (Stationary) Engineer or Hoisting and Portable 910 

Engineer shall be made on forms furnished by the nationally recognized testing company under 911 

contract with the City of New Orleans. 912 

Examination fees shall be charged for each examination and must be paid in advance of the 913 
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examination to the nationally recognized testing company under contract with the City of New 914 

Orleans. 915 

The minimum passing grade for a stationary engineer or a hoisting and portable engineer is 70 916 

percent.  The examinations are identified in the issued brochure and administered by the 917 

nationally recognized testing company under contract with the City of New Orleans.  918 

If an applicant fails to make a passing grade on the examination, he is permitted to apply to be 919 

re-examined at the next regularly scheduled examination date.   There is no limit to the number 920 

of examinations a candidate is allowed to take. 921 

140 - ACCEPTANCE OF OTHER TESTING AGENCY CERTIFICATION 922 

140.1 - Any Stationary Engineer that has passed the examination of and received certification by 923 

The National Institute for the Uniform Licensing of Power Engineers, Inc. (NIULPE), for 924 

any of the levels of classifications listed in Article 138 will be acknowledged and recognized by 925 

the Mechanical Inspection Division of the Department of Safety and Permits in lieu of the 926 

requirement of an additional examination by the nationally recognized testing agency under  927 

contract with the City of New Orleans.    The applicant must provide documented evidence of his 928 

declared education or training for approval.    The level of category and classification shall be 929 

determined by the Director.   If approved, the Stationary Engineer License will be issued upon 930 

presenting the NIULPE certificate, completion of the necessary application forms of the 931 

Mechanical Inspection Division and payment of the applicable license registration fee. 932 

140.2 – NCCCO – TESTING AGENCY FOR CRANES  933 

141 - ACCEPTANCE OF OTHER JURISDICTIONAL CERTIFICATION 934 

The Mechanical Inspection Division of the Department of Safety and Permits will extend to any 935 

mechanical contractor, operating engineer or hoisting and portable engineer, that is licensed by 936 
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another jurisdictional authority, the recognition and acceptance of his certification without the 937 

requirement of additional examination provided that the jurisdiction requires passing of an 938 

examination given by a nationally recognized testing agency before issuance of license. 939 

If approved by the Director, the applicant shall present a copy of his license for the City of New 940 

Orleans files and complete the necessary applications as set forth by the Mechanical Inspection 941 

Division of the City of New Orleans.  The applicant shall pay the appropriate fee for the 942 

classification of license for which he is applying. 943 

This extended license registration offer does not apply to marine or railroad engineers or any 944 

type or classification of engineer not specifically approved by the Director. 945 

142 - EXAMINATION FEES 946 

Examination fees are determined by the nationally recognized testing agency under contract with 947 

the City of New Orleans. 948 

143 - ISSUANCE OF MULTIPLE LICENSES 949 

The Mechanical Inspection Division shall issue a maximum of only one additional, or second, 950 

license to any successful applicant upon written request to the Director.  Payment of an amount 951 

equal to the cost of the issuance of the first license shall apply.  The issuance of this additional, 952 

or second, license shall be available to any  First (1st) Class, Second (2nd) Class, or Third (3rd) 953 

class stationary engineer (in all classifications) for the purposes of second employment, as long 954 

as the second employment is not in conflict with this Code.  955 

A “duplicate” license shall be issued only in the event that the applicant is employed at a 956 

second location and the exact location of the second employment shall also be indicated on 957 

the face of the license. 958 

The issuance of this additional, or second, license shall be affixed with the identical 959 



 
New Orleans Amendments to The International Mechanical Code, 2006 Ed. 45

endorsements as the first (original) issued license and the face of the additional, or second, 960 

license shall be prominently identified with the word "DUPLICATE".  Each additional, or 961 

second, license shall expire on the same day as the first (original) issued license.  The Director 962 

shall not issue any additional or "DUPLICATE" licenses with an inactive status.  The 963 

“DUPLICATE” license issue is not to be used for split time service by the engineer employed by 964 

persons, firms or corporations that own or are in charge of properties at multiple locations.  The 965 

“DUPLICATE” license does not apply to the Special Operators.  966 

144 - RENEWAL OF LICENSE 967 

144.1 Each license evidencing the necessary satisfactory qualifications of the applicant, 968 

according to the classifications stated thereon shall expire on the applicant’s birth date, and must 969 

be renewed annually in order to permit the holder thereof to engage in the profession, trade or 970 

calling of Stationary Engineer or Hoisting and Portable Engineer in the City of New Orleans, 971 

according to the classification stated on said license.  Each applicant shall furnish, to the 972 

Mechanical Inspection Division, two photographs (passport type), 1 in. X 1 ½ inches in size, at 973 

the time of applying for the initial license issuance or for license renewal.  The photographs shall 974 

have been taken within a three (3) month period prior to the date it is affixed to the issued 975 

license. 976 

144.2 - INACTIVE LICENSE 977 

First class engineers not actively pursuing or involved in the practice of their trade as a 978 

Stationary Engineer may request, at their next renewal date, that their license be placed in an 979 

inactive status.  The inactive license status shall apply only to a first class license holder.   The 980 

fee for the issuance of the inactive license shall be in accordance with this Code.   Licenses may 981 

be placed on an inactive status only on the date of renewal and only once during any twelve 982 
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month period.  The face of the inactive license shall be affixed with the identical endorsements 983 

as the active license and the face of the license shall be prominently identified with the word 984 

inactive. The inactive license may be reverted back to the active status at any time; however the 985 

full fee for the issuance of an active license will be required, in accordance with this Code.  986 

Inactive licenses do not apply to Hoisting and Portable Engineers or Special Operators.  987 

144.2.1 The first class engineers request to make any status change of his license shall be made 988 

in writing to the Director.   All license status changes shall be coordinated with and approved by 989 

the Director, and become a part of the license holders history record.  The initial issuance of any 990 

first class stationary engineers license shall always be with an active status.   The new inactive 991 

license shall have the same expiration date as the original active license.  No inactive status 992 

license shall be approved or issued by the Director for any additional, or second, license issue, in 993 

accordance with this Code.  There shall be no limit to the number of years a Stationary Engineers 994 

license may remain in the inactive status. 995 

144.2.2 A first class stationary engineer in control of or operating any type of equipment while 996 

their current license is inactive will be in violation of this Code. 997 

145 - FAILURE TO RENEW LICENSE 998 

License renewal is due on the first regular day of business after the applicant’s birth date.  Each 999 

applicant failing to make a timely application for renewal of his license shall pay an delinquent 1000 

fee of $5.00 for each month or part thereof that his license is delinquent, to a maximum of two 1001 

(2) years. 1002 

If a Stationary Engineer or Hoisting and Portable engineers license has expired for a period in 1003 

excess of two (2) years after their issue date or renewal date, a re-examination is required.  Any 1004 

justifying excuse acceptable to the Director shall be considered to approve the payment of the 1005 
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delinquent fees in lieu of the re-examination requirement. 1006 

If a Special Operator license holder has been expired for a period in excess of two (2) years, re-1007 

examination is required. 1008 

146 - QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANTS 1009 

A citizen in the United States, over the age of 18 years, may apply for an examination as 1010 

indicated in this code.  The applicant, however, must have served the necessary apprenticeship 1011 

requirements, and must comply with the following qualifications. All applicants must furnish, 1012 

one (1) letter of reference, and one (1) personal request letter. The letter of reference should be 1013 

from the applicant's present or former employer, attesting to his experience and competence. The 1014 

personal request letter must be addressed to the Director indicating the classification and desired 1015 

type of equipment for which he wishes to be examined. 1016 

147 - EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS 1017 

147.1 An applicant for a license as a first-class engineer shall be an operating engineer, with four 1018 

(4) years of practical experience in the management, operation or construction of steam engines, 1019 

boilers, internal combustion engines, refrigeration or air conditioning equipment except that 1020 

those who are graduates of a recognized technical college or a graduate of a U.S. Department of 1021 

Labor recognized apprenticeship training school, are required to have two (2) years of practical 1022 

experience. 1023 

147.2 An applicant for a license as a second-class engineer shall be an operating engineer, 1024 

having at least three (3) years of practical experience in the management, operation or 1025 

construction of steam engines, boilers, internal combustion engines, refrigeration or air 1026 

conditioning equipment; except that those applicants who are graduates from a recognized 1027 

technical college, trade school or a graduate of a U.S. Department of Labor recognized 1028 
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apprenticeship training school, are required to have one and one-half (1 ½) years of practical 1029 

experience. 1030 

147.3 An applicant for a license as a third-class engineer shall have at least 2 years experience as 1031 

an apprentice or junior engineer or fireman, etc., except that graduates of a recognized technical 1032 

college, trade school or a graduate of a U.S. Department of Labor recognized apprenticeship 1033 

training school, are required to have one (1) year of practical experience. 1034 

147.4 An applicant for a Special Operator license to operate boilers, steam or internal 1035 

combustion engines specified in this Code, shall be an operating engineer, having at least 2 years 1036 

practical experience as an apprentice in the operation of steam engines, boilers, or internal 1037 

combustion engines.  Applicants for a Special Operator licenses coming under the classifications 1038 

of this Code must, to the satisfaction of the Director, establish their familiarity with the operation 1039 

of the equipment in their care. 1040 

147.5 - An applicant for a license to operate all HOISTING AND PORTABLE equipment as 1041 

defined in this Code, must have at least two (2) years experience.  Applicants for licenses coming 1042 

under the classifications of this Code must, to the satisfaction of the Director, establish their 1043 

familiarity with the type of equipment they are to operate.  Hoisting and Portable applicants must 1044 

furnish one (1) letter of reference, and one (1) personal request letter.  The letter of reference 1045 

should be from the applicants present supervisor verifying the particular type(s) of equipment to 1046 

be operated.  The personal request letter must be addressed to the Director, specifying the 1047 

particular type(s) of equipment for which the applicant wishes to be examined.  1048 

148 - VALIDITY OF LICENSES 1049 

All licenses as provided for in this Code must bear the signature of the Director in order to be 1050 

valid. 1051 
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149 - LICENSE SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION 1052 

Licenses issued under this code may be revoked or suspended for reasons defined in this code.  1053 

However, the Director may find that the public interest will be adequately protected by a warning 1054 

or a suspension for a definite period of time not to exceed two years.  Upon such finding the 1055 

Director shall issue such warning or order such suspension.  Upon revocation, the Mechanical 1056 

Inspection Division shall not accept an application for a new license or a renewal within two (2) 1057 

years from the date of such revocation, except for medical recovery supported by a physician's 1058 

report, after The Director’s review and approval.    A shorter time period may be granted at the 1059 

discretion of the Director based on the circumstances of the revocation or suspension. 1060 

 If any stationary engineer or hoisting & portable license is suspended or revoked by the  1061 

Director, a new license shall be issued to such person only after application as a new applicant, 1062 

and passing the required examination. 1063 

149.1 - REVOCATION REASONS  1064 

1. Violating on more than one occasion, either willfully of maliciously or by reason of 1065 

incompetence, any provision of this code. 1066 

2. Fraud or misrepresentation in obtaining a license. 1067 

3.  False or deceptive advertising. 1068 

4. Conviction of drunkenness or the use of narcotics. 1069 

5. Adjudication of Insanity. 1070 

6. Any medical reason wherein a physician’s medical opinion is provided to the Director 1071 

indicating that the person certified is unable to satisfactorily perform the duties and functions 1072 

expected of a Stationary Engineer, Hoisting and Portable Engineer or Special Operator license 1073 

holder, and that any further performance in the trade would be a danger to himself and/or 1074 
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endanger the life and property of others. 1075 

150 - NOTICE OF REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION HEARING - 1076 

Any time the Director is shown the existence of one or more violations that are grounds for 1077 

revocation, or there is filed with the Mechanical Inspection Division a complaint of any person 1078 

alleging the existence of any such violations, and if the Director has determined these grounds to 1079 

be valid, it shall be his duty to serve upon the alleged violator a notice of the alleged grounds for 1080 

revocation.   The notice shall be served upon the holder of the license stating the time, date, and 1081 

place of a violation hearing.  1082 

The notice shall be served not less than ten (10) days and no more than thirty (30) days prior to 1083 

said hearing. The notice shall be sent by the Director and shall enumerate the cause or causes for 1084 

suspending or revoking the license.  1085 

The notice shall enumerate the cause or causes for suspending or revoking the license.  The 1086 

notice may be mailed by registered or certified mail to the holder of the license at the address of 1087 

his place of business as given by him on his application for the license, or it may be served on 1088 

him in person by a Police Officer or employee the Mechanical Inspection Division of the 1089 

Department of Safety and Permits. 1090 

All petitions shall be prepared and prosecuted by the Law Department.  If proper notice has been 1091 

served upon the defendant, the hearing may proceed without his presence if he fails to appear. 1092 

Certified copies of convictions involving cause for suspension or revocation in either the 1093 

Municipal Courts of New Orleans or in the Criminal District Court of Orleans Parish shall 1094 

constitute "prima facie" proof of a violation by the license holder. 1095 

151 - APPEAL PROCEDURE  1096 

A decision of the Director may be appealed to the Board of Building Standards and Appeals 1097 
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within ten (10) days of written notification to the appellant. 1098 

152 - LICENSE VERIFICATION 1099 

Any investigations, inquiries or questions regarding the proper certification of the Stationary 1100 

Engineers at any building location or the Hoisting & Portable Engineers at any construction site 1101 

shall be directed to the Chief Mechanical Inspector and performed by the duly authorized 1102 

inspectors of the Department of Safety and Permits. 1103 

153 - LICENSES DISPLAYED 1104 

153.1 License must be displayed or posted in a conspicuous place in the engine or boiler room or 1105 

mechanical equipment room, for identification purposes. 1106 

This license must continuously remain displayed or posted during the tenure of employment of 1107 

the stationary engineer to whom the license is issued. 1108 

The displayed or posted license shall not be removed after any shift duty or at a time when the 1109 

stationary engineer to whom the license is issued is not on duty. 1110 

The "DUPLICATE" license must be issued for any added license display or posting required in 1111 

accordance with this Code. 1112 

Copies or reproductions of the issued license by any method or procedure shall be a 1113 

violation of this code. 1114 

153.2 Engineers who have qualified for a license for the operation of Hoisting and Portable 1115 

equipment must carry the license on their person while in charge of and/or operating such 1116 

hoisting and portable equipment as defined in this Code.  The issued license must have the 1117 

Engineers current bust picture (passport type) 1 inch X 1 ½ inch in size, as a part of the license, 1118 

for identification purposes. 1119 

154 - EXEMPTIONS 1120 
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154.1 This Code does not apply in any way to engineers:  1121 

(1)   in charge of railroad locomotives of franchised railroads; or  1122 

(2)  employed by a person, firm or corporation operating under Certificate of Public Necessity 1123 

and Convenience (CPNC); or  1124 

(3)  employed by the United States Government, the State of Louisiana, any of its Boards, 1125 

Commissions  or agencies,  or political subdivisions, with the exception of the City of New 1126 

Orleans; or  1127 

(4)  in charge of steamboats and steamships. 1128 

154.2 Air conditioning systems using group A1 Refrigerant may be exempt from the provisions 1129 

of this Code provided such systems are under automated control by devices that will cause the 1130 

system to be de-energized from electric power and go to a shutdown condition upon 1131 

experiencing an equipment malfunction or fault condition and further provided that a Building 1132 

Safety Summary is submitted and approved, on a case by case basis, by the Director. 1133 

The Building Safety Summary shall be prepared by a Registered Louisiana Professional 1134 

Engineer and shall include as a minimum: 1135 

1. emergency procedures in effect in the building, and.  1136 

2.   a description of the automated HVAC equipment installed in the building, and 1137 

3. a complete description of the operation of the shutdown system under emergency 1138 

 conditions.  1139 

This exemption shall not apply to hospitals, nursing homes or schools. 1140 

154.3 Self-contained air conditioning units used for residential, commercial, or industrial 1141 

purposes having an aggregate of not over 49 tons, using Group A1 Refrigerant, shall be exempt 1142 

from the provisions of this code, provided they are protected with the necessary safety devices.  1143 
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Units under 3 tons shall not be considered in calculating the aggregate tonnage. 1144 

154.4  Hot water boilers under 200,000 Btu input and operating at a pressure not exceeding 125 1145 

psi and temperatures not exceeding 210 degrees F. shall be exempted from the provisions of this 1146 

Code, provided they are protected with necessary approved safety devices, are listed and are 1147 

automatically controlled, and are subject to an annual inspection.  Said inspections shall be made 1148 

by Mechanical Inspectors of the Department of Safety and Permits or Commissioned Inspectors 1149 

of an authorized insurance company commissioned by the Director of the City of New Orleans, 1150 

in accordance with the International Mechanical Code®, 2006 edition, as amended, by the City 1151 

of New Orleans. 1152 

154.5 For multiple units in a single location, aggregate Btu input of such water heaters shall not 1153 

exceed 3,000,000.  In calculating the Btu input, water heaters not exceeding any of the following 1154 

are exempted. 1155 

1.  Heat input of 200,000 Btu per hour. 1156 

2.  Water temperature of 200 degrees F. 1157 

3. Nominal water containing capacity of 120 gallons and equipped with safety devices in 1158 

   accordance with the  ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel. 1159 

4.  ASME stamped and/or AGA listing. 1160 

155 - PENALTY TO OWNER: FINES 1161 

A person, firm or corporation owning or controlling any steam engine, boiler, internal 1162 

combustion engine, or any other system coming within the provisions of this Code, who 1163 

authorizes or permits a person not having a proper and valid license as required under this Code, 1164 

to take charge of or operate any steam engine, boiler, or any portion of a steam or internal 1165 

combustion engine, refrigeration and/or air conditioning equipment, and hoisting and portable 1166 
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equipment as defined in this Code, shall be in violation of this Code and shall, upon conviction 1167 

before any court of competent jurisdiction, be penalized within the limits and as provided by the 1168 

laws of the State of Louisiana. 1169 

156 - PENALTY TO ENGINEER: FINES 1170 

A person engaged in the practice, calling, or profession as an operating engineer, or engaged in 1171 

the operation of any boiler, steam engine, internal combustion engine, refrigeration and/or air 1172 

conditioning equipment and hoisting or portable equipment as defined in this Code, under the 1173 

terms of this Code, without being at the time the holder of a proper and valid license issued by 1174 

the Mechanical Inspection Division provided herein, shall be in violation of this Code and shall, 1175 

upon conviction before any court of competent jurisdiction, be penalized within the limits and as 1176 

provided by the laws of the State of Louisiana.  1177 

157 - ALTERATION, REPRODUCTION, TRANSFER OR RENTING OF LICENSE  1178 

It is a violation of this Code for a license holder to alter, reproduce, transfer, lend or rent his 1179 

license to another individual for their use.    It is a violation of this Code for any license holder to 1180 

use any license that is not a part of his own record. 1181 

1182 
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158 - SIMULTANEOUS CHARGE OF MORE THAN ONE PLANT   1183 

It is unlawful for a licensed operating engineer, from the Mechanical Inspection Division, to be 1184 

concurrently or simultaneously in charge of more than one plant or location at the same time.” 1185 
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